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‘Bulls Head entertainers put spiritéd“

fun into the dance routines they
-«perform for audlences '

By JULIA MARTIN
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

: “Turbo~charged"’ is bemg used to de-
scribé the high-energy polka dancing of

Elaine and Matthew Bonomtz of Bulis_

Head.
They incorporate swing, country, ball-

room, the oberek (a lively Polish' style that

means to hop and tirn);and other contem—
porary ‘'steps into then“ dance routmes

‘ Mrs Bonowrcz says, “It’s not 2 snn;:le
-grandfather’s dance”
- Their. style is’ more creatwe, she - says
“We're trying to put more pizzazz into pol-
'ka, and more young péople are receptive to
- that style and are showmg more of an mter— .

est » .

“W1th our dancmg, ‘sald Bo-: 1t-z,

* “Wwe're hoping to broaden the opinion of.
polka, and show people what. polka really'

is. If you can count 1-2-3, you can po
“ The. Bon0w1tzes have: da.nced thexx way
across the country and on cruise ships, pro-
moting, teaching and performing the poika

»

Adaibert’s R

charged” descnpnon from Suzanne Sara—

mak ‘when they appedred for the Long-Is-
land- based Polish Gift of Life Foundation,
‘Not ‘every fan of the'dance is Polish-.

-Atnerican, In May the. Boriowitzes gave a

demonstration at the Feast Day celebration. .

of St. Adalbért’s R.C; Church in Elm Park:

At the first notes of the melodidus accor- -
dion music, a big smile of -récognition

"broke out on the face of Anthony Lauren—

zano of Smithville, N.J.
“That’s it he said with enﬂxusa,asm not g
able to resist the urge to dance, and he i =
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Elame Bonawatz and her husband Niatthew perfcrm the palka at St f .
.C. ‘Church in Elm Park : Y

V}ted a relatwe to join him for a spm

" SEE POLKR, PAGEF 2



around the dance floor.

“The polka is the happiest
music,” said the former resi-
dent of a Polish neighborhood
in Brooklyn. “It has an excit-
ing beat, and I'm always de-
lighted to hear it.”

Flaine Bonowitz, a Bulls
Head resident, and Matthew
Bonowitz, who lived in
Queens, had grown up danc-
ing the polka, and as third-
generation Polish, had moved
m the same circles for years.
But they didn’t meet until six
years ago at a dance in the
Bayway Club over in Eliza-
beth, N.J,, and the chemistry
was inimediate.

After their marriage four
.years ago at the club, they
took a polka cruise for their
honeymoon. '

The next generation, Chris-
topher Doran, 18, and Nicho-
Ias Doran, 15, Mrs. Bonowitz’s
sons by a former marriage,
“took to the polka right away,”
she said, and when not danc-
ing, often help with the sound
system at the Bonowitzes’
shows or serve as master of
CEeremony.

The Bonowitzes have
danced in many places, in-
cluding Las Vegas, Canada,
the Bethlehem (Pa.) Summer
Music Fest, the state fair in
Sussex, N.I., the Wurstfest in
Texas, and on television
shows. Bonowitz also danced
on the stage of the Grand Ole
Opry in Nashville, Tenn.

The couple currently gives
an hour-long polka class at the
Bayway Club, known as the
“Polka Capital of the East,”
and the first one on May 27
was “a smashing success,”
said Mrs. Bonowitz. “Thirty
people attended who had
never danced the polka be-
fore.”

The next classes will be
July 8 from 8-9 p.m., and Aug.
13, 3-4 p.m., and are free with
admission to the dance. (For
more details, 908-355-3131.)
The club is less than a mile
from the base of the Goethals
Bridge.

“It's a great way to socialize
and meet new people,” says
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Matthew and Elaine Bonowitz demonstrate some of the athleticism that they add to their polka routines.

Mrs. Bonowiiz. In February,
on a polka cruise of the east-
ern Caribbean, the Bono-
witzes had more than 100 peo-
ple attend their polka dance
classes at sea. Many were sin-
gle seniors who went alone
and met new friends and
dance partners.

“'m sure,” she added,
“there are many young active
seniors on Staten Island
would love to be involved in
polka music where there’s an
opportunity to socialize, meet
new people, take trips, and
have a great time.”

The polka is not only en-
joyable exercise. Being in
good physical condition also
is a plus for dancing.

For example, Mrs. Bono-
witz, who works full-time as a
legal secretary in Manhattan,
exercises regularly at a gym.
Although her hushband gets
plenty of physical activity as
an employee of the DHL de-
livery service based in Eliza-
beth, he does work out in his
basement because he has to
maintain his strength for the
lifts in the dance routine.

To gain more knowledge of
professional performance
quality dancing, the Bone-
witzes attend weekly private
classes at the Fred Astaire
Dance Studio in Dongan Hills.
Last meonth, to indulge their
love of dance, they joined the
Staten Island Baliroom
Dancers, who meet weekly at
New Dorp Moravian Church.

© Anne Marie Verdi of Great

Kills, the social chairperson,
says the club is happy about
its new members: “The polka
is not actually a dance with
which everyone is familiar, so
we.expect to be doing more
polka.”

In their extended families,
polka music is always a part of
celebrations, Bonowitz says.

Attending the St. Adalbert’s
celebration was a family
group of parishioners, Susan
Sinnicki Roesinger, Barbara
Paras, and her mother and
aunt, Rita Rzymkowski Paras
and Jane Rzymkowski Hubbs,
all of Elm Park, whose late
parents were among the par-
ish’s founders, Vincent and
Kazmiera Rzymkowski.

Ms. Paras said she enjoyed

the dance. “It’s 2 warm, tradi-
tional salute to my heritage.”
A musician, she said she will
often bring out her accordion
at family gatherings, which is
“the fullest instrument unto
itself,” and people do dance
the polka. “It's like soul food
forus.”

The Bonowitzes are sched-
uled to serve as dance instruc-
tors and performers during a
“Polka in Paradise Cruise”
aboard the ship Opera sailing -
to the southern Caribbean
from Fort Lauderdale Jan. 25
for 11 nights (12 days) or from
San Juan Jan. 28 for eight
nights {g days).

The cruise is to feature 15-
time Grammy Award Winner
Jimmy Sturr and his orches-
tra, three other bands, and
various additional featured
entertainers.

The Bonowitzes can be contacted by
emait at newpolka@aol.com.
Bayway Club: www.baywaypolishhe-
tne.org or phone 908-355-3131.

lulia Martin is a staff reporter at the Ad-
vance. She can be reached at martin@si-
advance.com. '




